memorandum to leader Nancy Pelosi

1/16/2013 3:41 PM
To:  	Leader Nancy Pelosi   
Fr:  	Missy Kurek, DCCC Executive Deputy Director
Dt:  	Wednesday, January 16, 2013 
RE:  	Robert Redford – ADDENDUM 
												

August 2010:  Robert Redford attended the 2010 Speaker’s Cabinet Napa weekend and was the special guest speaker at the dinner at the home of Ambassador Kathryn and Craig Hall.

August 2011: Robert Redford attended the 2011Speaker’s Cabinet Napa weekend and was the special guest speaker at the luncheon at the home of Agustin and Valeria Huneeus.

Ask:
1) Please ask Mr. Redford to sign a Q1 2013 fundraising email benefitting the DCCC. The email will be sent to over two million grassroots donors and supporters. 

2) Please ask Robert Redford to agree to sign a fundraising solicitation to be sent via postal mail to our list of more than 4 million progressive supporters in the 2nd quarter of 2013. 

Please note Mr. Redford has previously said no to signing a DCCC email and mail solicitation.  He did sign emails for Richard Carmona, Shelley Berkeley, and Jay Inslee in the last months of the 2012 campaign.

Background on asks: 

Based on the demographics of our grassroots donors and on focus group research, we believe that Robert Redford will be a very successful signatory for our fundraising campaign. We believe that Robert Redford’s popularity and star power will yield strong results for the DCCC.  

By lending his name as a signer to the DCCC, Redford’s message will be heard by millions of progressive activists and donors. 

DCCC would provide draft copy to Mr. Redford and the copy is open to messaging on which he would like to focus. 

Robert Redford Biography:

Robert is somewhat of an anomaly in the entertainment industry. Though he has been world-famous for some 30 years, he remains a highly private individual.  He is an ardent conservationist and environmentalist, a man who stands for social responsibility and political involvement and an artist and businessman who is a staunch supporter of uncompromised creative expression.  His life-long passion for nature and issues of justice has resulted in Redford being widely acknowledged as a highly effective and dedicated political and environmental activist.

He is recognized the world over for the roles he has played and the projects he has directed or produced throughout a distinguished stage and film career. His passion remains to make films of substance and social/cultural relevance, as well as to encourage others to express themselves through the arts.  Believing that it is the unexpected and uncommon, which ultimately enlivens the cultural ecology of a society, Redford has nurtured more than a generation of innovative voices in independent film through his non-profit Sundance Institute and Film Festival.  Harvard Business Review observed, “Sundance has become to Hollywood what Silicon Valley has been to the high-tech industry.”  

In addition to his work as an actor, director and producer, Robert Redford has been a noted environmentalist and activist since the early 1970s and has served for some 30 years as a Trustee of the Board the Natural Resources Defense Council.  Redford has been involved with many pieces of environmental legislation including the Clean Air Act (1974-75), The Energy Conservation and Production Act (1974-76) and the National Energy Policy Act (1989).
      
In 1975, he fought against the building of a coal-fired power plant planned for an area in Southern Utah surrounded by five national parks.  The plant was never built.   In 1997, after a long and contentious battle, in which Redford worked with a large coalition of activists to save this very same area from commercial exploitation, President Clinton designated it the Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument.
     
In the early 80s, Redford founded the Institute for Resource Management (IRM), which he led throughout the decade, bringing together environmentalists and industrialists to resolve conflicts and promote sustainable development.  Under Redford’s tenure the IRM tackled issues ranging from the future of the electric power industry to resource development on Indian lands, off-shore oil leasing in the Bering Sea and urban air quality in Denver, Phoenix, Sacramento and New York City.
     
Redford’s final initiative under the auspices of the IRM was his 1989 global warming summit, Greenhouse Glasnost in Sundance, Utah.  It brought together the Soviet Academy of Sciences and policymakers, industry leaders, scientists and artists from the U.S. and the Soviet Union to focus on communicating the facts about global warming to a wider public audience.   His Sundance Summit: A Mayor’s Gathering on Climate Change has followed up this work with the third annual summit having taken place in September 2007.
      
In 1998, Redford and his family put 860 acres of Sundance, Utah wilderness into a land trust in order to protect it from development for all time and recently increased the family’s protected acreage to some 5,000 acres, and establishing the Sundance Preserve.   This protected wilderness is home to The Redford Center, which is the culmination of 25 years of public policy and other transformational work to foster new ideas about compelling issues of the day.  It is devoted to a distinct brand of problem solving, which embraces the belief that creativity and innovation are at the core of any significant social or sector change.  The Center will continue to apply its well-tested and unique formula to the equally unique challenges of the 21st Century.  
     
Redford remains active with local, regional and national organizations on a variety of environmental, arts and justice issues.  Most recently he fought one of the last anti-environmental actions of the Bush Administration involving opening to oil and gas development some 360,000 acres of wild public land in Utah, much adjacent to protected national parks and monuments.  Announced on the day Barack Obama would be elected President of the United States, Redford and a coalition of environmental groups waged a multi-faceted campaign which included the engagement of hundreds of thousands of citizens, concentrated internet and media campaigns, as well as a successful lawsuit to stop the enactment of development leases sold to industry.   On February 5, 2009, three months after the original announcement by the Bush Bureau of Land Management, current Interior Secretary Ken Salazar voided the 77 leases, which would have allowed oil and gas drilling on these public lands in Utah.
    
2010 has found him active on many platforms in bringing attention to the Gulf Oil spill and its connection to a failed energy policy as well as pushing for the passage of a comprehensive climate and energy bill, preservation of wilderness, and reversal of Bush era policies on a number of fronts.
     
Robert Redford has received numerous awards for his environmental work, including the 1989 Audubon Medal Award and the 1987 United Nations Global 500 Award, the 1993 Earth Day International Award and the 1994 Nature Conservancy Award. He was also the recipient of the 1997 National Medal for the Arts by President Clinton and the 2001 Freedom in Film Award presented by the First Amendment Center. He was honored with the 2002 Pell Award for Excellence in the Arts: Lifetime Achievement Award and the 2004 Forces for Nature Lifetime Achievement Award from the Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC).  In December 2005, Redford accepted the Kennedy Center Honors for his “distinguished achievement in the performing arts and in recognition of his extraordinary contributions to the life of our country.” And most recently he was named, 2011 Conservationist of the Year, by the National Wildlife Federation.
      
In addition to the NRDC, he joined the advisory board of the Land Trust of Napa Valley in 2004 and is a board member of The Gaylord A. Nelson Environmental Endowment at the Institute for Environmental Studies at the University of Wisconsin. He also serves on the National Council of the Smithsonian’s new National Museum of the American Indian.  His board memberships have included the Environmental Defense Fund, The Smithsonian Institution, Environmental Policy Center, the Navajo Education and Scholarship Foundation, the Solar Lobby, and Yosemite Institute among others.  He is a published author (The Outlaw Trail).  In 1979, he produced The Solar Film, a short film about solar energy that was nominated for an Academy Award.  Other documentaries he produced include, the award -winning Yosemite: Fate of Heaven and the feature length documentary, Incident at Oglala.  He most recently served as executive producer on the 2007 feature documentary, The Unforeseen, a story of development encroachment and Austin, Texas Barton Springs and his Redford Center at the Sundance Preserve co-produced and is doing innovative grassroots distribution on Fighting Goliath: The Texas Coal Wars.
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